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The Hour is coming, and now is, when the Dead fball | 
bear the Voice of the Son of God, and they that hear F 
ſhall live. John v. 25, | 

He that believeth ſball live though be was dead. | 

John xi. 25. 
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Vi ſion of dry Bones. 


EZEKIEL xxxvii. 14. 


[ will put my Spirit in you, and ye Hall 


live. 


Fx. — HOEVER reads the Bible muft 
FEA obſerve, that God uſed Similitudes, 
Ap : * Types, and Parables when be ſpake 
Ty w „ 4 by the Prophets, many Inſtances 
* — , i of this Kind we find in Ezekiel ef- 
2 pe cially, to whom, more than to 
— hoty Men, Ged delighted to 
manifeſt his Mind in this way, and to ſhew Vi- 
lions, | 
At that Time it was more neceſſary hart now to 
len and compare the Cafe of the Church, and o h 
the Kingdom of Heaven to teroporer” "3 kings, for = 
8 their 


| 


1 
their Sakes who heard the Word; becauſe then the 
Vail was upon the true Sanctuary, and the Doctrine 
of the Fall, and of Salvation by our Saviour's 
Death, was not ſpoken of plainly, as ſince the New 
Teſtament has been of Foree. > 
Thus when the Lord would ſhew Feremiab, that 
the fame God who made the World would redeem 
it, he brings him to the Houſe of a Potter, and lets 
him ſee the Potter finiſh his Veſſel upon the W heel, 
which was ſpoiled in his Hands; and then he did 
not in bis Anger throw it away, and take a freſh 
Piece of Clay, but new moulded that which was 
marred, and made of it a good Veſſel, as it plea- 
ſed bim. Then came the Word of Gad to the 
Prophet, ſaying, Behold as the Clay is in the Pitter's 
Hands fo are ye in my Hands, faith the Lord. By 
this Means we are taught, that God is the great 
Potter, and we are his Clay. When he made Man, 
Sin marred the Veſſel in his Hands, but he would 
not caſt us utterly aſide, ' nor withdraw his everlaſt- 
ing Arms from underneath us; we were kept till 
in his Hands, ſpoiled and ruined as we were, till the 
Creator bow'd the Heavens and came down in our 
Likeneſs, - and with his own Blood he ſoftens our 
hardened and ſpoiled Nature, and begins in the New- 
Birth a new Creation, and this he carries on till all 
Things are .made new ; and in that Day. when all 
old Things paſs away, and Time {hall be no lon- 
ger, every Soul ſhall know, that God who made all 
Things, and for whoſe Pleaſure they are and were 
created, is Author and, Lord of all, and our Sa- 

viour. 
In like manner, when the Lord would ſhew Exe: 
kiel the Eſtate, of his Church, he brought bim in W . 
the Spiit, and ſet him in a Valley full of dry Bones, I < | 
and cauſed him to paſs by them, and go round ey 
an 
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and view them, and lo! they were very many, and 
very dry. When the Man of God had been ſhewn 
all this in a Viſion, the Lord aſked, to try him, Can 
theſe Bones live! and he anſwered, Lord thou know- 
%; and the Lord ſaid to him, Theſe Bones are my 
People ; they are now in a low and dead Eſtate, and 
they have no more Hope that I will deliver them 
than that the dry Bones ſhall live, but I have ſpo- 
ken it, and I will perform it; I will open your 
Graves and cauſe you to come up out of them, 
and I will bring you into the Land of //rae/, then 
ſhall ye know that I am the Lord, when I have 
brought ye up out of your Graves, O my Peo- 
ple, and ſhall put my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall 
live. | 8 1 1 21 

In this Viſion three Things are typified, Firſts 
the Deliverance of the Captive 1/raelites, - Secondly, 
the Salvation from the dead State of Nature by 
Chriſt. And, Thirdly, the laſt Reſurrection, which ſhall 
be effected through the ſame divine. Hand of our 
only Lord Feſus, who can ſubdue all Things to Him- 
ſelf, and raiſe up all that innumerable Company 
who have flept in the; Graves, and Who are now re- 
turned to Duſt, 2nd ſcattered and diſperſed far and 
near. | 

I ſhall not here ſpeak. of the temporal Deliveran- 
ces of Iſrael, nor of the Reſurrection, but of our 
loſt and dead Condition by Nature, and of our Sal- 
vation, and riſing again to a new Life, through the 
Grace and Spirit of our Lord 7e/us Chriſt, This I 
will do when I ſpeak. of the Text more immedi- 
ately, and now will make a few Obſervations on the 
Viſion. NN Eta. 71 
I look upon it as one of the livelieſt Similitudes in 
the | Scriptures, and from , waence” a Miniſter and 
Servant of Jeſus may _ many, excellent 8 
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16 
and indeed a others alſo who would be wiſe to Sal. 
vation. : 

Buy the Pally we may underſtand this lower 
World, and by the Bones all the whole Race of 
Mankind; for fuch is our State ſince the Fall, that 
dry Bones can as ſoon underſtand the "Things of 
Goll as we by Nature, and as dead and dry as the 
Bones, and as unlikely to live, fo are we, and ſhall 
never be otherwiſe but by an immediate Work of 
Almighty God. 
Thus has the Holy One compared our State, and 
thus we are in his Eyes, therefore He brings his 
Servant to ſee à Valley full of Bones, and bid; 
[kim walk round about, and go through, and obſerve 
them narrowly, and he ſays, behold they were wer; 


ten a true Servant and Miniſter of the Goſpel 
would deſcribe the Condition of loſt Mankind, he 
muſt fo deſeribe it, as dead and helpleſs, even as 
dry Bones; and neither can he compare unregene- 
rate Men to any thing better, nor the Societies of 
Chriſtians with all their beſt Forms and Orders, who 
"enjoy not Cbriſt in them; they, like all others, 
are dead, and like the Houſe of //rad in Excbiels 
time. | 
Wen God aſked Fz-kizlif be thought the Bones 
could live? he anfwered modeſtly, ' Lord thou know- 
eff; as if he would have faid, To all outward Ap- 
Pearance, ' and according to all human Thoughts, 
they cannot five, but thou knoweft, thou art Gu, 
and canſt do what thou wilt in Heaven and Earth, w 
thee all Thinps are poſſible. Should a Miniſter, or 
any awakened Soul, take a View of our natur 
State, make a narrow Search into the Depth of our 
Miſery and Sinfulneſs, of be led by the Holy Gb: 
to ſee how far we att gone from God, and 24 
E | un 
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ſank into the Arms of Satan, he would ſcarce make 
any other Anſwer than this, Except Almighty God 
be their Saviour, except the Creator and Lord of all 
be their Saviour, they cannot be ſaved, they muſt 
die for ever. The Scripture obſerves of the Bones, 
that they were very dry, to ſignify the very barren 
and lifeleſs Nature we are poſſeſſed of, and yet di- 
rects Ezekiel to prophecy or preach to them, Had 
he meaſured the Word of God by the Rules of hu- 
man Wiſdom, or reſolved, as too many Miniſters 
do, to believe and teach nothing but what they can 
comprehend, nor do any thing without being able 
to account for their manner of acting, reaſonably, 
then he muſt have 'replied, Lord, to what 
ſhall I preach to dead Men and dry Bones ? But he 
did not do fo, he bchaved as an'obedient Child, and 
did as his H Father bid him. Such Miniſters 


only does our Sabiour uſe. For of-what Service is 


the Veſſel that is not paſhve ? Or to what 

are Miniſters ſent to preach the Word of God, who 
are determined-to be led by their carnal Reaſon, the 
Philoſophy of the Schools, and the Wiſdom of 
Men, ſince all the Doctrines of Gr are againſt 
fach, and teach vs; that it was by fuch' Wiſdom the 
World knew not God? A tree Minifter of Feſt 
Chrift believes his Word and teaches it, he follows 
His dear Maſter, aid chuſes rather Wis Repreach, he 
bears the Sneers and Infults of cruel: Men, is con- 
tent to be deemed a Fool and mad, rather than pleafe 


Mien and not be the Servant of H. 


Had any ſeen Ezekiel preaching to the Bones, no 
doubt they had mocked and derided him. We know 
how we ſhould have behaved once, if we had ſeen 
one calling to the Dead in a Church: yard or Bury+ 
ing ground, we ſhould have pitied ſuch à one, and 
thought he was beſide bimſelf, or laughed at his 

* 0 4 Folly 
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Fally and Credulity. Juſt ſo carnal Men, who hear 
the Doctrine of Griginal Sin, and how all are dead 
in Adam, and left powerleſs and unable to do any 
thing to the attaining Salvation, mock and jeer the 
Preachers who call to ſuch to come to Chriſt; but 
let them mock on, our Saviour has. ſent us on the 
Errand, and bids us preach to the dry Bones, and 
we will do it. He will ſtand, by us to the End of 
the World; and what we ſpeak. in the Ear, he will 
write upon the Heart. That Miniſter would be to 
blame who could-'think it was his Preaching, La- 
bours, or Arguments which. awakens, Souls, or in- 
ſpires them with Life: He might preach and. pray 
till the Day of Judgment, and por win one Soul to 
our Saviour of himſelf. 
Wben the Diſciples had been fiſhing, and coiling, 
and rowing all Night by, themſelves, they tobk no- 
thing, all their Labour was in vain; but when Je- 
ſus came to them and bid them caſt their Net -into 
the Sea, at bis Word they did ſo, and ſtrait filled 
their Net that it was ready to break, and all their 
Boats were full of Fiſhes, ſo that they began to ſink ; 
ſo muſt ſuch think who would be Fiſhers of Men. 
Dear Saviour, I know I may ſpeak till I die, and 
toil in a dark Night all my Days, and catch nothing, 
but ſpeak thou the Word, be thou only with me, 
and vouchſafe to own my Labours, do thou give 
me my Words and Light, and lead and ſend me, and 
E ſhall proſper, elſe I beat the Air, and deliyer dead 
Preaching to dead Men, and they and I deceive our 
on Souls. 

Thus Moſes, the meek Prophet, when he was 
bid to go with the People, while God made as tho' 
he would not go, anſwered, - IF thau goeſt not. then 
will I not go. He knew he ſhould lead them in vain, 
and be unproſperous in all he ſhould. une 

without 
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without the Good Shepherd's. Preſence ; but when 
his Glory moved before the Camp, then he could 
go chearfully after; and when the Lord ſpoke to him 
he willingly told all the Words before the Peo- 
le. | 
f When we preach it muſt be ſo with us. Let 
us not ruſh into the Miniſtry unſent, nor Far yes 4 
ſpeak to the Souls under our Care, but be firſt we 
acquainted with our own Hearts and with our Ma- 
ſter, and when we have felt our own ſad Condition, 
and have found Redemption in his Blood and 
Wounds ; when we have been truly awakened, and 
have experienced our loſt ſinful State, and found 
Chriſt crucified, and obtained Pardon of him, and 
lived in real Fellowſhip with him, we may then 
ſpeak boldly, preaching that we know, and teftify- 
ing that we have ſeen; and as M/es ſpoke from the 
Preſence of Jebovab to the People, and all heard 
and felt the Power of God, ſo ſhall it be with us 
who ſpeak out of a warm Heart, whereon our Savi- 
our's Blood has ſpoke Peace, the People who hear 
us ſhall feel whoſe Word we ſpeak, and know whoſe 
Servants. we are, Our Goſpel ſhall not come in 
Words only but in Power, in the Holy Ghoſt, in 
much Aſſurance, and in Faith unfeigned, while we, 
like Sawers, go on and ſow in Sealon and out of 
Seaſon, not knowing if this or that may proſper, 
or as prophecying to dry Bones, leaving it over to 
him that ſent us to make them hear and live. Mi- 
niſters who ſo act, and who fo believe, learn to 
prize as an ineſtimable Treaſure, the Holy Scriptures, 
which are the Words of God, and having been 
taught therein by the Chief Miniſter, they thall not 
need to come barren or empty-handed_ to the Con- 
gregation, but be like Scribes inſtructed to the King- 
dom of God, who bring out of their Treaſures 
Dr Things 
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Things new and old, to alarm, awaken, comfort 
and encourage Men till they have laid hold on eter. 
nal Life, and entered into the Harveſt - ſupper, where 
the Sowers and Reapers rejoice together for ever, 

But to return: As ſoon as Ezetiel had begun to 
preach, there was a Noiſe and a ſhaking among the 
Bones, and the Bones came together every Bone to his 
Bone. As ſoon as a Servant of our Saviour enters 
a Land, or City, or Houſe, and delivers with faith- 
ful Simplicity the Doctrine of Chriſt, immediately 
thete is a Noiſe. The Souls that were dead in Sin, 
and aſleep in a loſt and unſafe Eſtate, awake and 

for Mercy; they found the fame ſolemn Alarm 
in the Ears of others, and a Noiſe of weeping and 
mourning for him whom they have pierced, comes 
up before the Throne. 

There is alſo a Noiſe in the World; ſome when 
they have heard the Goſpel blaze it abroad far and 
near, and are for inviting and calling all to 25 us : 
Thus it was with the Woman of Samaria, Ihe no 
ſooner found the Meffiab, but runs to call all in H- 
char of her Townſmen and Neighbours to come and 
ſee him. This often canſes a Stir in a City, or 
Village, or Family, and is the Means God often uſes 
to awake the Dead, and rouſe them who are aſleep 
in Sin, and at Eaſe in Sion. 

There is beſide a greater Nojſe in the World; 
for generally when a Soul is bent for Salvation, and 
his Face is turned to our Saviour in earneſt, and he 
with Tears enquires his Way to Heaven, his Friends, 
or Relations, or 'old Companions, or all together, 
ſtrive to hinder him; the ſerious thinks he goes too far, 
and need not be ſo concern'd, and the careleſs and the 
light-minded Part laugh at and oppoſe him with all ther 
Might; they make a Noiſe indeed, ſome cry out, he is 
ſeduced and led into Errors and Hereſy, or are * 
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he ſhould leave his Church or firſt Religion (though 


perhaps that was none at all) or ſhould renounce his 
Baptiſm,or deny his Faith. Others report he is diſtract - 
ed, mad, and beſide himſelf, Others tempt and allure 
him back with great Subtilty, Promites, and Offers, or 
court. him into his former Company, Pleaſures, and 
Diverſions 3 while yet others follow with cruel 
Threatnings, Slanders without Number, Mockings, 
Revilings,  &c. Ihe Father diſowns his Child, the 
Relations change all Love into bitter Reproaches 
and Hatred, the Mother is againſt her Daughter, 
and Daughter againſt the Mother, and nothing is 
heard round about but a Storm, and a Tempeſt, 
and Perſecution, and Blaſphemy on every Side; 
and wherefore ? Becauſe one is turned a Druokard, 
a Whoremonger, a. Stage-pl yer, a Thief, a Mur- 
derer, W O no, but only becauſe he is re- 
ſolved to be Jeſus Chriſt's Dic ple. Thus it has 
always been, and will continue to be fo till Jeſus 
comes the ſecond time, and then it will ceaſe for 
ever. This made our Savrow ſay, that be _ 
could mot leave all for bis Sake was not wo 

bim ; and with this be comforted his People, They 


have "bated me, and they will bate you, but be of 


good Cheer, I bave overreme the World. 

But belides all the Noiſe made in the World, and 
in the Houſe of our Friends, there is a Norſe among 
the Dewils,; for all riſe up to hinder and trouble a 
newly awakened Soul. Satan knows there is Danger 


of his loſing his Slaves, and rages horribly. . He 


ſtrives with Temptations, Hurries, Frights, and Ter- 
rors to oblige the poor Sinner who ſceks Mercy, 40 


leave off and quit his Scarch, nor craſes to alſſail 
the defenceleſs weak Heart, till he has found a Re- 


fuge in the Wounds of a crucified Saviour, and then 


there is a Noiſe through all the Heavens of Harpers 


harping 


| 
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harping on their Harps, and of the Shoutings and 
Allelujahs of the Angels and bleſſed Spirits, at the 
Return of a Sinner to the Lord. Feſus himſelf is 
the Author of this Joy, by telling them, Let us be 
glad and make merry, for this your Brother was 
dead but is alive again, be was loſt and is found. 
This Noi/e of Joy properly begins when a Sin- 
ner repents, but at that time he knows. little of it; 
on the contrary, he hears only the Noiſe of the 
Enemy, who 'cricth after him, the Noiſe of a guil- 
ty Heart, and of a clamorous and falſe World ; but 
he ſhall hereafter hear the Noiſe of them that keep 
Holy-day; himſelf ſhall ſing for Joy and clap his 
Hands, and leap for very gladneſs of Heart. 
Ezekiel obſerves farther, that there was a ſbaking 
among the Bones, as well as a Noiſe, to ſignify. how | 
the convinced Heart trembles at the Word. of. Ged. 
They are ſhook from all their - falſe and deceitful 
Hopes, from their ſandy Foundations and fallaci- 
ous Pleas; they feel themſelves ready to periſh, 
and are as if , God ſhook them over Hell. Their 
Heart achs and ſinks within them, their faultering 
Lips can ſcarce ſpeak plain, or utter any thing but 
broken Sighs, and ſhort but piercing Prayers for 
Mercy, and their poor Knees are ſmiting together. 
Are any who hear me, thus? O turn ye to that 
dear Man who once went trembling into the Gar- 
den of Getbſemane, ſweating Blood as he went, 
and crying out of the Bitterneſs of his Soul. He 
only knows your Diſeaſe and what you want. He 
alone can ſympathize truly with you, and help and 
eaſe you. Turn to that Jeu whoſe Fleſh and 
whoſe Heart ſhook and trembled becauſe of the 
Lord's Judgments, and he will give you a Reſt to 
your Souls. Apply to that good Phyſician,” and you 
ſhall find him mighty to ſave. 3 
3 This 


6! ] · m . a Ng 


[ 13 ] 


This is the way by which all happy Souls have 
eſcaped ; when loaden and oppreſſed with Guilt and 
Fear they have fled to a bleeding, groaning, and 
agonizing Lord, and found Refuge from the Aven- 
ger of Blood, All the Noiſe and Oppoſition made 
in the World, or in Hell, has not hindered them, 
their Threatnings and Promiſes, their Smiles and 
Frowns, were treated with like Indifference by the 
ſincere Souls, nothing ſway'd or drew them like 
Chriſt Feſus 

They were deeply and ſenſibly convinced of the 
Danger they were in without a Saviour : They felt 
his Word with invincible Power, and having heard 
how God loved the World, that he once became 
like a Lamb in their ſtead, and drank up, like a 
Cup of Worrawood and Gall, the bitter Wrath 
they had deſerved, and at laſt died in helliſh Anguiſh 


to ſave them alive; and this made their Hearts bleed 


and ſhudder, nor did they, nor could they reſt, 
till his /rmall till Voice wichin had ſilenced their Fears 
and Miſeries, and made them feel his everlaſting 
Love and Mercy. 

Who never in his Life was thus concerned about 
his Salvation, who never was in any Diſtreſs for 
Mercy, or ſaw amazed his ſinful State, nor was 
forced to cry out for the Blood and Help of Feſus 
as one ready to periſh, who never was thus ſhaken 
from every Thing but him and his Righteouſneſs, 
he never was awakened, but is dead to this Day 
he has never had Ears to hear the Word of God ; he 
has never had Eyes to ſee, but is blind ; he has no 
Heart to underſtand ; but with all his Sobriety, 
Peace, and good Hopes, with all his ſelf-made Com- 
forts, he is in the utmoſt Danger and Peril, and, like 
the Bones without Life, dead to God, and very dry. 


There 


| 
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There was yet another remarkable Effect of Ezz. 
kiePs Preaching, the Bones came to their proper 
Place, every Bone to his Bone. This is to teach 
us, that the Goſpel brings thoſe together that were 
at the greateſt Diſtance, and unites even ſuch as 
before were Enemies ; it cauſes the greateſt Order 
and Decency, and ſets every Thing in its proper 
Place. He adds, the Sinews and the Fleſh came up- 
on the Bones, and the Skin covered them above, but 
there was no Breath in them. In this State are ma- 
ny, many Souls, and whole Congregations and 
Churches. | hey have heard the preaching of the 
Goipel, and felt ſomewhat of the Power of the 
Word of God; they have got good Rules, Orders, 
and Articles of Religion, like Sinews, to bind them 
together, - and have their Morality, like a fine Skin, 
over all but there is no Life in them. They 
are utter Strangers to the Voice of the Blood of 
ſprinkling within, have not yet received the Hol 
Gho/t, nor know that Cbriſt liveth in them. All 
their Religion is the Form of Chriſtianity, but they 
have not the Power. O let every one aſk his 
Heart, 1s it not fo with me? I will not, I dare not 
ſay this of all, but of many it is certainly true; 
they have a good Church, good Laws, good Rules 
and Doctrines, appear like Men and Children of 
Cad, but after all, what our Saviour ſaid once to a 
young Man may be ſaid to them, Yet lackeſt thou 
one Thing, Thou haſt a good Form, perhaps, can 
boaſt af the Antiquity, Orthodoxy, or Purity of 
thy Church, ang tell what good Works thou haſt 
done, how often faſted and prayed, how charitable 
and devout, how ſtrict in thy Duties, but there is 
na Life in thee, ſo long as thou art a Stranger to the 
Lamb in thy Heart, or unacquainted with his Love 
| | inwardly, 
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inwardly, thou art with all thy Doings like a dead 
Branch and dry Bones, yea thou art very dry. 

Now when Ezekiel ſaw that the Sinews had knit 
Bone to Bone, - and the Fleſh and Skin covered 
them and made them in the Form and Faſhion of 
Men, but yet dead, the Lord bid him prophecy to 
the Winds, and ſay to them in the Name of the 
Lord God, that they might breathe upon the 
Bones and make them live, and he did fo as he was 
commanded, and Breath entered into them and they 
ſtood up and lived, and became an Army of Men. 

Here Minifters may learn a weighty Leſſon ; 
they may bring People together and make Articles, 
Creeds, and whatever elſe they pleaſe, to bind them 
in one Body ; they may teach them to cover 
themſelves with what other Covering they pleaſe, 
and when they have done all it will be like a Body 
without the Soul, till Gad breathes upon them and 
gives them Life. Let them therefore ſpeak to the 
Wind, to the Holy Ghoſt the Lord and Giver of 
Life, that he may inſpire the Souls and make them 
live; for without his immediate Aid all our La- 
bour is in vain. We do not pray before our Diſ- 
courſes becauſe that has been the long received 
Cuſtom, or becauſe others have done it, but be- 
cauſe we would implore the North. and South Wind 
to blow upon the Church, which is God's Garden, 
that the Spices may flow out: Or, in plain 
Words, to .beſeech our Saviour to quicken the 
Hearts of all who hear, that they may be convert- 
ed and ſaved We have not many Inſtances in the 
Teſtament of the Apoſtles. uſing Prayer before or 
after their Preaching, but generally they delivered 
their Exxands and divine Meſſages, and went their 
way; but now Prayer is almoſt every where in 
uſe, before and after Sermans, and when he that 
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miniſters, and they who hear, feel the want of the 
Holy Spirit, it has its great Uſe and Bleſſing, for 
then they aſk in Faith, and receive the Preſence ot 
the Lord, which bleſſes every Meeting, and is felt 
by all the Faithful, to their great Joy and Com- 
fort. Alas! how cold is that Aſſembly where Je. 
fus is not? And how dead and dry that Meeting 
where he does not preſide? As of old the Camp 
reſted when the Cloud and Pillar reſted, and went 
forward when that moved before them, ſo is it 
now. Let the Shekinah, the Glory, be abſent, 
and none go forward, all ſtops and is at a ſtand; 
but let the Lord ariſe, and his Spirit move before, 
and all goes on after him happily. Alſo, as it is 
with the Church of God in general, fo is it with 
every Child of Ged in particular ; for till a Soul has 
found our Saviour, and is made alive by him, he 
remains poor, and dead, and impotent, when He 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth upon him with 
Healing in his Wings, and when his Spirit brings the 
glad News, /ive ! Thy Sins are forgiven thee ! then 
he can ſtand up and be happy ; from that Moment 
he becomes a new Man, and lives a new Life; he 
lives the Life of the Son of God, and ſhall live for 
e 
This is what the Lord aims at in the Text, I will 
put my Spirit in you, and ye ſhall live. 

I I wonder exceedingly how ſome Men can read 
the Scripture conſtantly, and yet deny altogether the 
Gift of the Holy Spirit ; for there is ſcarce any Pro- 
phet that has not mentioned the Promiſe of him; 
nor can we hardly open the New Teſtament but we 
find Jeſus and all his Servants confirming the bleſſed 
Doctrine. How frequently is it repeated, The Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall come. He ſhall be in you, He ſhall abide 
with you for ever. He will lead you into all _ 

our 
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Your heavenly Father 5 give his Holy Spirit to them 
ar him: "Ye ſball receive the Holy Ghoſt? And 
are Toh pted from being Children of God 
— Cri 8 Dilples, - who have him not in their 
Hearts. See _ vl 9. 1 Jobn v. 12. 2 Cor. 


et him all are dead to God while they live, 
and their Works are dead Works, and do not pleaſe 
the /iving God. A Man who has not Chri/t in him, 
and who was never made alive by” his Breath, and by 
the Word of his Mouth, is no real Chriſtian ; he 
may be called ſo, and may have dreamed and fan- 
cied he was a Chriftian indeed, but he is one of that 
Number who have a Name to live but are dead. He 
that bath the Son bath Life, faith the Scripture, but 
he that hath not the Son bath not Life. If he has not 
come to our Saviour and been ned by him, and 
fed upon his Fleſh and Blood by's living Faith, his 
Eſtate is explained'by\Feſus himſelf, He has no Life 
in him. The fame gracious Lord God who poured 
out his Holy Spirit upon the Prophets and Fathers, 
and taught them to ſee afar off the Redemption by 
our Saviour, and to believe on Him, and depend up- 
on his Death to their Salvation, the ſame Lord deals 
in like manner graciouſly by us now, and beſtows on 
us the ſame Faith, the ſame Gift of Grace, and the 
ſame Spirit, and by which only we can poſſibly be- 
come Heirs of the Glory to come, or believe to eter- 
nal Life. It is the Holy 'Gboft that quickens thoſe 
who come to, or believe in Feſur.” He opens the 
Eyes and lets Men ſee their Sin, and he unſtops the 
Ears that they may hear the Voice, - the ſoft ſtill 
Voice of the Son ef Man, and ive. He awakes them 
from their Graves, and Beds of carnal Security, and 
direfts them to Chriſt, that they may have Life: 
And though he could do on this Without uſing Preach- 
; ers 
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ers or 1 * a Ped Gel e ſo, 
Vet gener it bas 4 A Ar [ 
Freaching to fave them that believe, - lan. 
ſelf Witneſſes, in all Ages, and es apo 1 8 his 
Church to teſtify of him, and to.fet.to their Seal 
that God is true, and his Words true and faithful. 
Should a bewilder'd Soul enquire of them of the Cer- 
tainty of their Poctrine, they cap anſwer, He ar: 
Witneſſes of theſe Things 51 we have been loſt, but 
are now found, e have been dead, -but ae alive 
again, and ſhall lve, hecaule n is our Life for 
crermore. 

The Lraelita. had been djefed, and thought, 47 
for us we are cut off, and Cod bas caſt us away, we 
. bave no Hape, therefore was Exzebiel-ſhewn this Vi- 
ſion, and ogder'd to ſay. to that poor dilconſolate Houle 
of 1/rael, That though there was no more Likelihood 
of their Deliverapce than of the Reſurrection of dry 

Bones, yet would God ſurely viſit them, and bring 
them up out of their Graves, that is, the low Eſtate 
in 772 they mow like Men dead and buried, _ 
_ «vill put my n * apd ou live, fa 
35 e, yo you ſhall live, f: 
In this way a poor troubled'Sinner may think 10 
himſelf, I am dead and hike one gone down to the 
Fit; my Hope leſſens, and my Heart and Soul is 
dead and heavy to the laſt Degree; I am afraid I am 
gone too far to be ſaved, and that for my Part I am 
cut off as a dry Branch and withered, and fit for no- 
thing but to be caſt into the Fire. Such Thoughts 
. often occur, where a Perſon gets awakened and is 
much alone, or ho has not — tho' they 
. were dead, who believe in Jeſus, yet ſhall they live 
Here the Goſpel is of the utmoſt Weight and Im. 
. portance, it is of real Service, and ſets before the 
Soul ready to periſh a crucgfied Saviour, 8 = 
8 1 bleeding 
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bleeding Lamb, the Sight of which revives the Heart, 
and begins a new and everlaſting Life. The Feet 
of them who bring the glad Tidings are beautiful 
to ſuch, for of them they hear that the dry Bones can 
live. In this reſpect, therefore, we muſt admire the 
Wiſdom of our dear Saviour, in ſending Men with 


the Goſpel rather than Angels; for tho* many may 


think, If I could have an Angel appear to me and 
tell me of Salvation, it w at once ſatisfy me; 


yu meaſure ſuch, who have ſo thought, had 
ſhould an 


iſhes been granted, would be miſtaken ; for 
m_ or bleſſed Spirit announce the Death 
and Merits of our Saviour, and declare his Love and 


Mercy, it is eaſy for a Soul convinced of Sin to 


think; Alas I thou art an Angel, and one who kept 


His firſt Eſtate, thou haſt never ſinned, nor been diſ- 
obedient; nor felt a Heart cold and dead Hike mine, 
to thee therefore it may be right and juſt to believe 


ſo well of the Redeemer, but I am a Sinner, a poor, 


loſt, helpleſs, and dead Sinner, and have no Right 
to venture to the Saviour like thee. In this Caſe, I 


ſay, a Miniſter of CBriſt can be of more Uſe than a 


Viſion of Angels, for be is a Witneſs of the Grace 


and Pardon of God our Saviour; he was once in the 
ſame deep Mire and Clay, and conyinced of his fad 
Condition by Nature, but found Mercy and everlaſt- 
ing Life in the Wounds of Jeſus Cbriſt: But there is 
a greater Witneſs than Men or Angels, and that is 
the Holy Spirit, who is the Lord and Giver of Life, 
and who beareth Witneſs with our Spirits that we are 
the Children of God. He will not commit this moſt 
important and weightieſt Work to any Miniſter, 
however truſty or faithful, nor to any of the moſt 
dear Angels, but is Himſelf the Aſcertainer and Wit- 
neſs of our Adoption and Sonſhip, that we need not 
be left to reaſon and queſtion of the Truth of * 
| ge 
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gelical Viſion, or be at the Uncertainty. of the Meſ- 
ſage of a Man, or be expoſed to Doubt and Fear in 
their Abſence, ſuppoſing we could be well perſuaded 
of their Veracity and Faithfulneſs; but we have the 
Spirit of Truth with us, who cannot lie, and whoſe 
Conviction in the Heart is more ſolid and fure than 
if all Heaven was opened, and every Angel aſſured 
us of our Part in Chriſt; yea more ſolid; and certain 
than if all the Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, and 
Witneſſes of every Age ſtood before us, and preach- 
. ed to us how we were beloved of God, and confeſ- 
ſed by our Saviour, in Preſence of all his holy An- 
gels. This Witneſs remains, when Viſions ccaſe, 
when we don't dream bleſſed Dreams any more, 
. . when Preaching is over, and Time is no longer. He 
_ will abide with us for ever. He will never leave or 
forſake ut, and in our laſt Moments, when our 
Strength fails, and our Friends and neareſt Relations 
can comfort us no more, then will he continue be 
Faithful and true Witneſe, in whom, till then, we live 
in Peace here, and ſhall live to all Eternity, through 
the Death of Jeſus, Who is tbe Reſurreftion' and ibe 
Lie. To whom be. Glory and Thankſgiving for 
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